


I9 fixtures x 192W
=

1729 W
 x 2 hours x 180 days 

=
622,080 W

 / 1000 W
 =

 622 kW
h

(to convert to kilow
att hours)

622 kW
h x $0.08 =

 $49.76

Turning out the lights an extra 2 hours a day saves $50 every year

Sponsored by the Texas C
om

ptroller of Public Accounts, State Energy C
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The $50 Bill...
Yours to Keep or Yours to Pay!
Assumptions and Calculations:

E
ach classroom

 is assum
ed to have 9 – 

four foot light fixtures w
ith four fluorescent 

tubes each (or an equivalent).  S
uch a 

fixture requires 192 W
atts of electricity 

(4 tubes at 40 W
atts each plus 20%

 for 
ballasts).  The school year is assum

ed 
to last 180 days.  E

lectricity is assum
ed 

to 
cost 

$0.08 
(8 

cents) 
per 

kilow
att 

hour (kW
h).  Tw

o hours per day w
as 

chosen 
based 

on 
a 

teacher 
leaving 

the classroom
 at lunch for one hour 

and one other hour during the day (for 
exam

ple, 
preparation 

period, 
recess, 

the first hour after school.)

If conditions differ at your school it 
is easy to recalculate your specific 
costs.  The costs w

ill still be huge at 
half this am

ount.  If every teacher in 
Texas rem

em
bered to turn out the 

lights for tw
o extra hours per day it 

w
ould save over $14 M

ILLIO
N

 dollars 
every year.  H

ow
 m

any scholarships 
w

ould that be?  H
ow

 m
any classroom

s 
are in your district?  C

an your school 
district afford an extra $25 to $50 per 
classroom

 every year?  W
ouldn’t you 

rather spend the m
oney on books or 

supplies for your class?
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